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The following is a general key that may help in making a preliminary diagnosis. Please see the following section for
more specific diagnostic characteristics, and information concerning the time of year the disease is most likely to
occur.

A. Distinct patches of yellow to brown-colored turfgrass are present.

1. Patch areas are less than 3 inches in diameter. Leaf spot lesions present. Dollar Spot
2. Patch areas are greater than 3 inches in diameter. Leaf spot lesions not present.
a. Ring or arc of lush growth or dead grass; mushrooms may be present. Fairy Ring

b. No rings or arc of lush growth.
i. Affected areas are distinct circular patches. Leaf pulls out of leaf sheath very easily.

Brown Patch
ii. Affected areas are irregular patches of 8 to 24 inches diameter or larger with mixture of yellow
and dead grass. Roots are short and black. Stolons may be rotted also. Take-all Root Rot

B. No distinct patches are present.
1. Orange ‘spots’ present on leaves; ‘spots’ rub off easily. Rust
2. Orange ‘spots’ not present on leaves.
a. Leaf spots present.
i. Primarily on bermudagrass and ryegrass. Leaf spots have wide range of sizes.
Helminthosporium’ Leaf Spot
ii. Primarily on St. Augustinegrass in summer. Leaf spots oval to irregular with brown borders
and tan to gray centers. Gray Leaf Spot
iii.Primarily on St. Augustinegrass in late spring and summer. Narrow, dark brown leaf spots
initially, then become oblong, irregular spots with dark tan centers with brown borders
Cercospora Leaf Spot

iv. Primarily on centipedegrass. Reddish-brown to brown spots

surrounded by yellow halo. Anthracnose
b. No leaf spots present.
i. Grass covered with an easily removed slimy or crusty growth Slime Mold

ii. Grass is chlorotic (yellow) or has mottled leaves associated with general decline
Pythium Root Rot
or

Nematodes
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