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Pythium blight or cottony blight rapidly kills 
cool-season turfgrasses overseeded as winter cover of 
warm-season species. The disease can occur on 
bermudagrass in the summer, but disease severity on 
this warm-season species often is limited when 
compared to the damage caused to cool-season 
turfgrass. Pythium aphanidermatum as well as other 
species, such as P. torulosum, have been associated 
with Pythium blight of overseeded turfgrasses in 
Florida.

Disease Symptoms and Occurrence

Weather significantly influences disease 
outbreaks and severity. Colonization of turf by 
Pythium is favored by wet periods and high 
temperatures. The pathogen can kill seedlings as well 
as an established turfgrass. Temperatures around 
90°F are ideal for disease development. The 
pathogen causes little damage below 68°F. In 
addition to high temperatures, extended periods of 
wet, foggy, or rainy conditions with high humidity 
are required for disease development. Frequent 
irrigation needed to establish an overseed can favor 
disease development during periods of high 
temperatures. Symptoms are often first observed in 

low areas where surface water runs, pools, and 
drains. Severe disease outbreaks commonly occur on 
turfgrass sites that are over-irrigated or poorly 
drained.  

Pythium blight can quickly spread to kill large 
areas of turfgrass. When conditions have been 
favorable for disease spread, distinct and 
well-defined areas of turfgrass may first appear 
watersoaked, dark, and wilted (Figure 1). As disease 
progresses, the turf will collapse and appear brown 
and matted, sometimes with a bronze or red tinge to 
the border of the affected area (Figure 2). Extended 
periods of high humidity or leaf wetness may result 
in a white cottony growth of aerial mycelium on 
symptomatic turf (Figure 3). Initial symptoms can 
appear to have spread along paths of mechanical 
movement of diseased tissue, such as mowing 
patterns, and along paths of surface water drainage. 
Turfgrass is killed in a radial pattern outward from 
the initial disease outbreak as long as conditions are 
favorable for disease spread and no fungicide is 
applied.

Submission of a sample to a diagnostic clinic to 
confirm Pythium blight is recommended, if the turf 




